HAWTHORN CENTER CELEBRATES 50th ANNIVERSARY

Hawthorn Center, the children’s psychiatric hospital operated by the State of Michigan Department of Community Health, is celebrating its 50th anniversary this spring.  Established in 1956 by Governor G. Mennen Williams under the founding leadership of Drs. Ralph Rabinovitch and Sara Dubo, Hawthorn Center has provided services to over 30,000 children and adolescents.  The hospital, located in Northville Township, has received national recognition for its innovative treatment programs, including its inpatient therapeutic milieu, day treatment program, and specialized services for preschoolers and for patients with deafness.  In addition, Hawthorn Center has provided education and training to generations of mental health professionals, including psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, nurses, and special educators.

In response to community needs, Hawthorn Center now provides both short-term and long-term inpatient treatment to children and adolescents referred by Community Mental Health authorities throughout the State of Michigan.  The hospital is fully accredited by the Joint Commission for the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO).  In cooperation with Wayne State University School of Medicine, as well as universities across southeastern lower Michigan, Hawthorn Center continues to provide training in all the clinical disciplines.

Hawthorn Center Association, a private charitable organization dedicated to supporting mental health services for children, is organizing an anniversary celebration.  In addition to planning special events for patients, families and staff at the hospital, the Association is sponsoring a clinical conference on May 19, 2006 at Schoolcraft College’s state-of-the-art VistaTech Center.  Presented in cooperation with the Wayne State University School of Medicine, the conference, “Treating Children and Youth with Explosive Behavior Disorders,” features keynote speaker Ross W. Greene, Ph.D. of Harvard University.  Dr. Greene will be joined by presenting faculty Arthur Robin, Ph.D., Psychologist in Chief of Children’s Hospital of Michigan; Beth Ann Brooks, M.D., Associate Chair of Psychiatry at Wayne State University School of Medicine; and George E. Mellos, M.D., Chief Psychiatrist at Hawthorn Center.

Immediately following the conference, Hawthorn Center Association is sponsoring a dinner banquet at the VistaTech Center.  “We are very excited to support this major event,” says David Dent, President of the Association.  “The conference will appeal to professionals who work with children and adolescents in various settings – outpatient, inpatient, and schools.  The banquet will be a true opportunity to gather with state and community leaders to celebrate Hawthorn Center’s history and to honor those who did so much over the years to create its traditions of excellence.  I am also pleased that we will have the opportunity to recognize the all-volunteer efforts of the Hawthorn Center Association, which is marking its own 30th anniversary.”

